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Habonim gets a much delayed HUG

fter nearly five years in planning and several
Aﬁ:}stnrts becatise of the COVID-19 pandemic,
bonim Dror Southern Afri gathered in
|sreel last week to celebmie the past, enjoy the present,
and look to the future.

Plans begen, and peopls from the arcund the world
started registering for the gathering in October 2020
when the coronavins hitin March, and things mmeato an
(almost) standstill.

To maintain momentum and connedion with thase
who had shown intarest and cument and former
membsers of the movemnent, Habonim meeted &
senias of lectures on Zoom alled "HED - Habonim
Engaging in Dislogue” That series ended up running
for nearly two years with mare than 50 sessions
dmwing more than 2 500 people to register.

Fast forward to 2022, end it wes dear thers was sill
astrong appetite for o gettogether in lzreel.

"Our vision wes to mark the $0th ennivercaryin
2020 by combining the contentrich Kaleidosoope
programme with the Habonim URimaeie Gathering
(HUG) that wiould transcend & conventional relnion
and look shead to what we can do mlledively fo impmve
the word and stipportthe movement in South Africe”
said Stephen Finclks o key organiser and mastermind
of the project. "W finelly met in lsrael for 2 desply
smotional and highly successful Kelsidoscope and HUG
in Oictober 2022 Now the question is, what's naxt?

“We weare blown awey by the places and peopls
we meton the tollr” said partid pant Felicity Swerdlow
tharmedy of Johannesburg) “lsmel contintes to develop
the muost amazing agricultire end inditstrias, which we
were shown on the tour” She wis one of the pertidpants
in the first part of the event called "A-Guard”, & three-day
tour rum by guide end former Hebonim leader Mark

Kedam.

Inthe iwo-day Ealeidoscope progrmmme, attendad by
85 pa-up|a in an lsreeli eledion week, several said thay
believed the l=resli slectoral system was “broken”, and

the chances of o stable govemment emenging weren't

great
They also spoke shout Amb-Jewish co-sxistence in

Juoffa, mp&ddhfﬂ”ﬂ'ﬁling the riots and vislence of Moy

2021. "Bath the Amb and Jewish residents of Jaffe were

scared to banndﬂashmt'suidﬁkmsmd.wl'nhuliwd

inJaffe and taught for
many years abolit the
miultti-religioltz and
millticubturel acpeds
Juffa and krzel at larg
“We workshopped
methods on how to heve heathy erguments with friends,
family. end communities, which Sasha Rodenacker, o
climent lsades in Habonim Diror 5A, said could definitely
be useful in the movement today” Rodenacker wes one

of sight South African leeders who travelled to participate.

The orgenizers showed o coniroversiel and disturbing
film tithed H2: The Occupation Leb sbout the situation in

Hebron. Though the soreening shocked and upset some
partidpants, the organisers felt it was importnnt not to
shy from difficult issues. The prodiscer and director joined
the group, and spoke about the need to reveal these
isslies o the wider public. "ot many [smeliz have ever

Atthe end of the HUG, they =% :
clapped and danced to the A
Jonathan Miller band playing blue grazs, and then hed
& Habonim sing-along led by Tzura members and former
shaliach, Howie Gordon, Bred Gottschalk, and Gaby

been to Habron,” said director Moam Shelnf.

The anniversarny culminated in a one-
day retinion called the Habonim Ulimate
Gathering at Kibbirtz Tzone, where about
350 current and former members of the
movement gathersd. People mme from
Australia, Califomia, the United Kingdom,
Canada, South Africa, and many other
lomtions, with the majorty from kmal.

“| wouldn't miss this [untngﬁcqqmrﬂ]niq.lmﬂ'lrguii
cheverim,” said Howard Dubowitz formedy of Cape Tawn,
now living in the United Sirtes.

Old, femiliar faces which spoke et this gathering,

ipd bded the writar (s MC); former Mazkir Klali Benzi
Segel, wha is  member of Kibbutz Tzom; the
cument manhig of Habonim, Wayne Susmean;
fommer Mazkir Klali Stephen Fincis; and cument
Mnzkir Klali Azron Krizs-ven der Heever.

Partidpents were shown about nine different
projects thet former Habenim members in kel
hed sponsored, renging from weter development
in Africa to spporting African migrents in kmel, o
o project which leverages the game of squash to
bring young Jews and Arabs fogether.

Then, they had & good-old reconnect and “schmooze”
over lunch_A grolip of nearly 40 farmer Zimbabweans
sat Under a free on the gres et Toom, shared stones and
connections from the past, and updated each otheron
their lives as many hed not seen sach other for more than
50 years.

Glass Aizanman. It anded
with everyone on their
fost, leaming to dance o

v we worked so hard for so
long to put together” seid
Hilary Hertzberger (nee
Milunsky) a haj'nrgmlmrtfﬁa HUG. Tt wes gratifying
to feel the warmth and see so meny people with smiles
on their faces.”

The arganisers ware ovenwhelmed with emails,
Feebook commentz, and WhatzApp meszages in the
following days induding one from Toni Shimoni (the
wite of Profeszor Gidi Shimoni), both veteran Habonim
members, who wrots, What's the secret? Why do we all
feel 20 good together, even after so many years? Why do
the yoling members of Habonim fitin with us old fogeys
without reminding Us of how old we are? Habo magic
some oall it | really haven't got words, but yesterday was
one of the heppiest deys of miy life. and I'm still on
high”

* For more images, reports and responsas fo the
evanis seg wwwenabo 2020 .com and
hitps:fwww. fcsbook.com/groupsHabo2020

» [zve Bipom & & Habonim 54 vatik (oid boy], and one
of the organisers of this anniversaty event. He now
lives in Kiochaw Yai, fsrael



